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DEVELOPING CREATIVE LEADERS

Liv 2015

Something More gave us the opportunity to interact, 
learn, grow and be challenged by people who were im-
pacting thousands for God through new and innovative 
ways you just don’t see yet in the UK. I was able to pause 
for a week, be refreshed by living alongside like-mind-
ed Christians in a beautiful setting and learn from the 
team, the locals and each other the tools and the confi-
dence to share who Jesus is with the people around me.

It is safe to say I had an incredible time in LA, not only 
hearing from the people we met with but also being 
in such a beautiful place with a group of people that al-
most immediately went from strangers to family. I was 
reminded that    the way I am wired is perfectly delib-
erate and when I am faithfully worshipping God with 
my abilities, that is when I am truly and fully myself.

Being in LA this week has been a crazy experience, 
to meet so many creative pioneers. Not only do they 
not compromise what they believe but they also 
weave it through everything they do and produce. 
This week has encouraged, challenged and inspired me 
to lean in to the creative heart of God and to extrapolate 
that into the things I do and influence. I have to make 
this glorious creator made known in a creative way.

Last year’s trip to LA was honestly a real breath of fresh 
air. It was for me the first time where I experienced true 
rest physically, spiritually and creatively all together. 
It was a week where God spoke vision, grew in disciple-
ship, met incredible friends and laughed a lot. I’m really 
grateful for the Something More family and to be a part 
of their vision, but also be encouraged by friends who are 
living our their creative dreams/passions whilst seeking 
Gods kingdom with the influence that he’s given them.

THERE IS SOMETHING MORE ®

Claire 2016

So many great things happened there and I like to be-
lieve they helped lay more of a foundation for what I 
do now and encourage me to dream bigger for the fu-
ture. Honestly, I have sipped on memories of that week 
during the course of this year like hot, sweet cocoa.
Thinking of TEAM 2017 as they head off in a 
few days to carve new memories of their own.
Praying for deep connection and real community. My 
biggest hope is that God’s heart chases them down 
in holy, wild pursuit- giving them renewed creativ-
ity beyond what they imagine possible and different 
ways to communicate truth the world yearns to hear.
The only story worth sharing in every sphere.
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Hillsong L.A.

VeracityColab
video that moves you

An original connection from 
our very first trip to Cali-
fornia, our dear friends at 
VeractiyColab are some of 
the most inspiring, accom-
plished, generous, and in-
novative creative leaders 
you could ever hope to meet.

We’re delighted to be able 
to give you the oppor-
tunity to learn as much 
from them as we have.

serving the city

Urban Rescue
revival band

Joe Biscocho
the man. the myth.

2017 HIGHLIGHTS

Graham Bronczyk is the Cre-
ative Pastor for Hillsong Cali-
fornia, which includes cam-
puses in Los Angeles, Orange 
County and San Fransisco.
He is married with 3 chil-
dren, is passionate about 
music/production, and has 
been a part of the church 
since he attended Hillsong 
College in the early 2000s.

Joe Biscocho is a Student Min-
istries coordinator at Trinity 
Church in Greenwich, Con-
necticut. We met him on our 
first trip to Los Angeles, and 
now, like a lonely puppy, 
follows us wherever we go.

We can’t get rid of him.

Urban Rescue is on mis-
sion to inspire the next gen-
eration of believers to see 
their churches, communi-
ties and cities awakened by 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

With an untamed passion 
for worship emerging from 
pain and trials, the band 
has a heart to see broken 
cities and lives restored.
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Hello & Welcome

Congratulations! We are so excited to have you as one of 
21 creative leaders joining us on our 2017 Californian 
adventure.

We’re going because Christian expressions within the Californian creative 
arena are vibrant, dynamic and constantly developing. Connection 
is more fluid, frequent and surprisingly natural. Opportunities occur 
organically for creative collaborations and we in the UK have so much to 
learn from those who blaze an exciting trail before us.

This year we’re going back to invest in our growing Californian family - to 
learn from them, grow with them and adventure alongside them. We’re 
so blessed to be in relationship with some of the most inspiring creative 
communicators of faith in the world, and we're giving you the opportunity 
to learn from them through a special series of creative leadership 
engagement sessions and seminars.

Connecting, growing and pioneering are a big part of the trip. Exploring 
California is also a priority and we'll be experiencing some of the most 
breathtaking vistas, spectacular landmarks and eclectic communities in 
the world. Our home for the week is a beautiful estate near Huntington 
Beach. It’s a stunning environment to recharge, swim, unwind, get a little 
space from some of the distractions of home and live together with others 
committed to being better communicators of faith and knowing God more 
intimately.

So, settle in for your comprehensive breakdown of everything we'll be 
doing and why.

Or  28 pages of trying to meet the word count. 
Depending on how you look at it. 
Here goes... Tom Olyott

Director
California is big. Very big. This one state is al-
most twice the size of the UK. So, because you’ve 
come all this way, we want to deliver as much of 
it to you as we can. This means a fair bit of driv-
ing - so bring a book. (or your singing voices...)



Poolside welcome grill.

Monday is the day you all 
arrive! We have several 
transfers arriving from 

the airport at different points, 
so once you get to the house feel 
free to settle in, make yourself 
at home and meet your new 
family as it grows around you.

We know most of you will be 
pretty exhausted after a long flight 
so there’ll be no real agenda other 
than connecting and getting your 
bearings. We’ll have assigned 
you a room and there’ll even be a 
little gift waiting on your pillow…

We’ll spend the evening relaxing, 
chatting, eating, swimming and 
hearing a bit more about the 
agenda for the week. This will 
be the best opportunity to ask 
any questions, big and small, 
about everything that’s ahead. 

We have a pretty packed 
schedule which means 
a fairly early start  each 

day. So as excited as you may 
be to stay up all night chatting 
with your new pals, beware that 
breakfast is at 7am.  There may 
even be a group up at sunrise  
to meet the new day with sweat. 
Which is either amazing or 
terrible, depending on your 
perspective. Regardless, lots to 
do, so make sure you get some 

sleep this first night at least.

Reflections of a member 
of the 2016 team about 
day number one...

"Personally for me, this was 
a time of challenge. To be 
still. To be open to letting God 
reveal Himself in new ways. 
To understand more about the 
people who have translated the 
vision set upon their hearts into 
reality. To ignite existing embers 
of creativity so that God can 
use them more fully, both from 
what I bring as an individual and 
as part of a collective. To find, 
develop and better own the ways 
I choose to communicate faith.

We arrived to a myriad of faces 
we had only glimpsed online. 
We left a week later encouraged, 
inspired, excited and ready 
to step forward together, as 
family. That is one dreamy 
week you've got on your hands."

So, lay it all at God's feet 
and ask Him to make it 
into a landmark of growth 

on your journey with Him. 
Invest into it everything you 
want out of it, throw yourself 
into every opportunity to serve 
and learn, and be expectant 
that you will leave this beautiful 
place changed for the better.
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Every day will begin the same. We’ll 
get up, eat and pause. Each morning 
we’ll dedicate an hour of the day 

to meet with God and hear what He has 
to say to us. We’ll read and pray together 
as a team and then spend the rest of the 
hour in personal study and reflection.

It’s so important that we stop to remember 
why we’re here and commit all of it 
to God at the beginning of every day. 

For our first full day together we want to hit 
you with a real, all-American experience. 
Loud, bright, delicious, hilarious, Santa 
Monica is the only place to start and 
Joe is the only person to do it with.

We’ll spend time on the beach and get 
our ‘before’ team photo then cross the 
pier into the city for dinner. To give 
you a prequel to Joe, we’ve included 
another of the bio options he sent to us.

“Joe Biscocho is a Student Ministries 
coordinator at Trinity Church in 
Greenwich, Connecticut. He loves all 
things creative and is flabbergasted as 
to why God hasn’t given him a wife yet.”

Generally, it’ll be a really relaxed day 
as we ease into Californian life, and 
there’ll be freedom for you to head 

off and explore  in your own way. Just 
don't spend all your dollars on the first day.

Santa Monica. Joe.

We’ll spend time on the beach and get our ‘before’ team photo.
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With its golden beaches, 
laid-back vibes and eclectic 
cuisine, Santa Monica is an 
excellent place to start.

TUESDAY
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On Wednesday, we begin to pick up the pace. We’ll head off in the vans first thing to Malibu 
and meet up with Urban Rescue. We’ll spend the afternoon with them before journeying Down-

town to hear from Hillsong California’s creative team over dinner.
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This is a brand new relationship for us and 
we're so excited to see everything that comes 
from it. The producers, director and the 

band themselves will lead us through a creative 
workshop looking at the ways faith effects work 
in the music industry, how stories are best told, 
how to develop and stay inspired creatively and 
how to see your work serving the wider Church. 
They're also taking us to a gorgeous place for lunch 
called Malibu Farm. In case you were interested. 
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Downtown is weird. You'll see.

WEDNESDAY
Malibu. Downtown. Urban Rescue. Hillsong Creative.

Urban Rescue

Our  relationship with 
Hillsong is one that 
continually motivates 

and inspires us to keep pursuing 
excellence for the glory of God. 
These guys are going beyond 
‘keeping up’ with creative trends 
and influences, they are setting the 
pace. Graham will be leading us 
through a session over dinner in 
Downtown LA looking at creative 
culture, how to grow teams and 
how to step up a level in your 
leadership. We’ll hang out with 
him and his team for the rest of the 
evening before heading back home.

Downtown is a pretty weird vibe, 
so we'll let you loose for a bit just 
to get the idea, but it's definitely 
not a highlight. It's a bit like a 
movie set where everyone has 
gone to lunch - it looks cool, but 
nothing is really happening...

Hillsong Creative
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THURSDAY

With a client portfolio packed 
full of work for everyone 
from Adobe to eBay and 

Google to Lenovo, it’s safe to say that 
VeracityColab know what they’re doing.

We met Charlie three years ago 
whilst exhibiting at a conference for 
Christian CEOs (that neither of us got 
any work from…) and it’s proved to 
have been a match made in heaven.

Being separated by 5,500 miles, an ocean 
and a continent doesn’t stop sparks flying 
whenever TISM & VC get together. These 
folk have a serious amount of insight, 
experience, talent and integrity. Pin 
your ears back, get your notebooks out 
and settle in for some A grade content.

Charlie and team will be pulling back 
the curtain to reveal what it’s like 
at the spearhead of world-leading 

A day among days.

Choosing a favourite day of the trip is a bit like choosing a favourite 
child, but for us ‘Veracity Day’ gets it.

creative work as they take us through the 
creative process of a project at the highest 
possible level. We’ll have the opportunity 
to ask questions (come prepared) and 
learn about retaining biblical integrity 
as a leading faith-centric agency whilst 
working with high-profile secular clients.

We’ll eat together and play (win) a TISM 
vs VC table tennis tournament before 
bidding farewell and piling back into the 
vans for an afternoon at Huntington Beach.

It’s also worth bearing in mind that 
we’ll be going into an active workplace, 
and even though it’s California, it’s 

probably a good idea to avoid rocking up 
in sandy bikinis and bare feet. We’re not 
saying pack heels, but think somewhere 
between Point Break and TDWP.

Once we get to Huntington you can 
get out your pocket money and 
hire a board & wetsuit - Surf City 

beckons. Or, if faceplanting sand for a few 
hours isn't your idea of fun, you can take 
a leisurely walk down the pier to Rubies 
Diner for pancakes, bacon, chocolate chips, 
scrambled eggs and ice cream sundaes. Or 
salad. I think...? Actually, probably not.

Bring your pocket money. Hire a board and wetsuit. Surf City is calling.

VeracityColab. Huntington Beach.
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FRIDAY

We’re always working to 
keep developing and 
refining the trip year on 

year to make sure we deliver the 
best balance of valuable input and 
exploration opportunity. But one 
of the most important things we’ve 
learned is to just give space to hang 
out, take a break and enjoy sitting 
by a pool under the Californian sun.

By Friday we reckon you’ll be pretty 
knackered, so we’re taking the 
opportunity to make the most of 
our gorgeous Californian home and 
invest in a pool day. Doctor’s orders.

During our downtime we 
can expect a visit from the 
fantastic Christie Wimber, 

daughter of John Wimber (founding 
leader of Vineyard). She’ll be 
talking to us about leadership 
and stepping out to God’s call.

After a day of rest, relaxation, 
community (tanning) and postcard 
writing, we’ll reunite in the evening 
for a BBQ and quiz hosted by the 
magnificent, the effervescent, 
the stupefying, the prodigious 
personality of Game Master 
Extraordinaire, Matthew Ashworth. 
And Kiefer will help too.

Make sure you make the 
most of your rest day, 
tomorrow is quite the 
opposite…

Christy Wimber. Pool day.
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ENCOURAGEMENTS

DEVOTIONALS

We believe in starting right.

We believe in the importance and power of encouragement.

We believe in R&R.

We believe in starting right. We’re here because we love God, we want 
to know Him more and we want to be used by Him. To know Him, we 
need to listen to Him. So that’s how we’re going to start the day, every 
day. We’ll meet after breakfast at 8 am to hear from His word together, 
we’ll pray together and then break off for personal study and reflection.

We believe in the importance and power of encourage-
ment. Over the week you’ll discover that everyone you’re shar-
ing the house with has so many amazing things about them 
worth encouraging. Things they might not even know about!
We want you to channel those discoveries and get them down on 
paper. To affirm to yourself just how precious, special and valu-
able the members of your new family are, but also to build them 
up with your words and send them out with a greater aware-
ness of who God has created and called them to be. Just make 
sure you don’t open your envelope in public, or without tissues.

We believe in the power of R&R. We’ve tried to make sure there’s 
enough space for down time but do come and tell us if you get 
to a point when just need a rest. This trip is for you. We’re here to 
serve you and honour your commitment to it so please do feel 
like you can let us know if you’re ever in need of some you time.

2017 EXTRAS

DOWN TIME
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SATURDAY
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The Getty Center, is a campus of the Getty 
Museum and other programs of the Getty 
Trust. The $1.3 billion Center is well known 
for its architecture, gardens, and views 
overlooking Los Angeles. It was also a shoot 
location for Star Trek: Into Darkness. 
Thanks Wikipedia.

Whenever you’ve seen photos 
of our previous trips, it’s 
more than likely they 

will have been taken on this day.

Today, we will be experiencing what are 
probably the three most breathtaking 
vistas in Los Angeles. The Getty, Griffith 
Observatory and Mt. Hollywood. 

By this point you will have had 
four leadership engagement 
sessions across a bunch of 

cities in Los Angeles County and seen 
swathes of the best LA has to offer. 
But you really ain’t seen nothing yet.
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Charge your Fitbit, strap on your comfiest shoes, clear your insta story 
and hold onto your hats - it’s adventure day.

The Getty. Griffith Observatory. Mt Hollywood.
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360 degree views give you the opportunity to see the curvature of the earth.

We’ll get up, eat and pause as usual, to 
spend a quiet morning recovering 
after the quiz night before hopping 

into the vans to head off to our first stop, The 
Getty. Well, our second if you count lunch at a 
similarly prestigious, cultured and established 
Californian institution, In-N-Out Burger. 
(make sure you ask for the secret menu.)

The J. Paul Getty Trust is a cultural and 
philanthropic institution dedicated to the 
presentation, conservation, and interpretation 
of the world’s artistic legacy. It is home to one of 
the most visited museums in the United States. 
Current exhibitions and installations include, 
‘The Birth of Pastel’, ‘The Legacy of Ancient 
Palmyra’, ‘Greek and Roman Sculpture from 
the Santa Barbara Museum of Art’ and ‘Roman 
Mosaics across the Empire’. It’s really good. If 
you like art, culture, architecture, history and 
panoramic views. If you don’t, bring a book.

Once we’ve been thoroughly enriched and 
enlightened by the shoulders on which 
we stand (nanos gigantum humeris 

insidentes), we’ll dive back into vans that will 
hopefully have affectionate nicknames by now, 
(air-con and no air-con, probably) and chase 
the setting sun to The Griffith Observatory, 
Southern California's gateway to the cosmos.

"Visitors can look through telescopes, explore 
exhibits, see live shows in the Samuel Oschin 
Planetarium, and enjoy spectacular views of 
Los Angeles and the Hollywood Sign!" Great!

We’ll watch a spectacular sunset from 
there, then hop, skip and jump up 
Mt. Hollywood (taking great care 

to avoid P-22) to witness what is probably the 
most mindboggling view I’ve ever seen in 
my life - an unbroken carpet of light as far as 
you can see. Literally millions and millions of 
lights in every direction, representing millions 
and millions of people. It really is astonishing. 
We’ll wipe away our tears of wonder and 
head home to swap stories over cocoa.
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SUNDAY

We love Sundays. After a long 
week of adventuring, learning 
and growing there’s nothing 

better than taking time out to reflect and 
dwell on everything that’s happened 
and enjoy a day set apart for worship.

We’ll hear from Dan in the morning 
as he takes us through a recap of 
everything we’ve learned and challenges 
us to go back and put it all into action. 
A challenge for this week to represent a 
stone landing in water that sends waves 
of Kingdom impact around the world.

We’ll have an early lunch and journey 
down town to meet up with our friends at 
Hillsong for the 12 service. We’ll spend 
time with them and hear from another 
of our friends, Steph, about creativity 
in action. She was recently the social 
media manager for The Giving Keys and 
is currently part of the team working on 
the film ‘The Heart of Man’, a cinematic 
retelling of the parable of the prodigal son.

We’ll then head back home to 
hang out and send a van off to the 

beach for a last taste of the Pacific.

Because of the nature of the trip, 
there’s a fairly fixed structure 
to the week. This means that if 

you’re in the boat - you’re in the boat. 
There may be extra things you’re keen to 
do and other people you’re keen to catch 
up with, but please do let us know so 
that we can consider how it could work.

Today is one of a couple of days where 
there is an opportunity to Uber out 
to do those things, but we do have 
responsibility for you while you’re out 
here, so please do let us know what 
you’re thinking. We might even be able 
to work it in and send one of the vans!

In the evening we’ll all come back 
together for a soppy evening of pizza, 
encouragement giving and a movie. 

This is your last opportunity to tell that 
special person you really feel called to 
being their life partner and that you really 
think you should skip your flights and go 
live on a beach in Carlsbad with Christian 
Surfers US. (please don’t do that.)

Hillsong Church was established in Sydney Australia 
in 1983 by Senior Pastors Brian and Bobbie Houston. 
The church now has locations all over the world in-
cluding Europe, the United States, South Africa, South 
America and more. They are also known for their 
music through Hillsong United, Hillsong Worship, and 
Hillsong Young & Free.
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‘Someday you’ll say that word and I will cry
It’ll break my heart to hear you say goodbye’

It can’t be. 
It’s not possible.

The end has arrived.
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We run this trip because we believe in it. We really 
believe everything we say about it. We believe that 
getting away for a week with likeminded people 

to learn from world changing Christian creative leaders in a 
beautiful place has massive potential to inspire incredible things.

But it’s what happens now that is most important. You have a 
choice to make. You can go back and keep doing what you’re 
doing, sure. Or, you can step up and step out. Cry out to God 
for wisdom and direction, commit all that you are to His service 
and ask Him to use you any way He chooses. And He will.

Well here we are.

Regaining an enduring heat, a persistent passion 
and a life fully devoted to Jesus can only happen 
when our hearts are re-broken for what breaks 
His, when our gaze is refocused on the cross and 
when we wake up to truly take hold of what it 
means to be a Christian. 
‘If Christ is anything, He must be everything.’
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MONDAY
Goodbye.
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An annual migration of thousands of Christians into a Californian melting pot of 
connection, coaching, collaboration and community that sparks new initiatives, 

ministries and platforms that change the world and see His Kingdom come.

This is our third official year 
running this trip. It has 
grown, funnily enough, 

in multiples of seven - 7, 14, 21.

The only thing that has limited us 
so far has been accommodation - 
we can only take as many people 
as the biggest house we can find is 
able to sleep. We are currently in 
the biggest house we can find. Our 
prayer is that God would guide us as 
the trip continues to grow and as we 
look at the future of our relationship 
with California. Our hope is that 
next year we will be able to make 
the leap to hiring out a whole 
retreat centre so we can take more 
people and make bigger waves.

God has given us so many 
fantastic opportunities over 
here and time after time He 

puts the perfect people in our path to 
help and encourage everything He’s 
doing through Something More. 
Already there are opportunities with 
our partners for long term internships 
and placements for people on the 
trip to grow further and invest 
more in their development. There 
are opportunities for collaboration, 
creative projects and commitments 

of new partnerships beyond 
anything we could’ve imagined.  

We don’t know what the future 
will hold, but we do know that God 
is faithful. He is for us and He is 
working all things for His glory and 
our good. We are simply stewards of 
this thing that He has made, and, even 
in our unfaithfulness and only by 
His grace, is sustaining and growing.

We will keep walking down 
the path prepared for us, 
through the doors that are 

opened to us. We will continue to 
faithfully work at growing the trip at 
the pace God is setting with the dream 
of one day seeing that vision realised  
- ‘An annual migration of thousands 
of Christians into a Californian 
melting pot of connection, coaching, 
collaboration and community that 
sparks new initiatives, ministries 
and platforms that change the 
world and see His Kingdom come.’

Thank you Jesus. 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
for it is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone who believes. 
Romans 1v16
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‘18 & BEYOND
The vision for more.
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Every year we journey to California to learn from world-leading creative 
communicators, invest in special trans-atlantic relationships and live in 

Christ-centred community.

Join us for 2018.
thereissomethingmore.com


